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KEITH TEW/BARTON COLLEGE
Representatives of seven Disciples-related undergraduate institutions gathered at Barton 
College in Wilson, North Carolina, in June. Participating were, front row, from left: Larry 
Grimes and Scott Thayer, Bethany College; Nancy Brink, Chapman University; Stephanie 
McLemore, Lynchburg College; back row: Dave Carr, Transylvania University; Brent Reyn-
olds, Culver-Stockton College; Jeremy Albers, Texas Christian University; Cisa Payuyo, 
Chapman University; and Hollie Woodruff Duncan, Barton College.

Chaplains and 
church relations 
staff gather at 
Barton College

HELM awards second batch of
Ministerial Student Grants

Three M.Div. students have received Ministerial Student 
Grants from HELM to support extra-curricular experiences 
that will enhance their ability to provide transformational 
leadership to congregations and other Disciples ministries.

Lynda Brooks, a second-year student at Columbia Theo-
logical Seminary, is creating The Mone’ Institute, an edu-
cational program that aims to provide training in personal 
finance, fiscal responsibility, and stewardship to youth and 
young adults. She is a member of God’s City of Refuge Chris-
tian Church in Atlanta.

Brite Divinity School’s Jayme Harvey traveled to China 
as part of Global Ministries’ People-to-People program. She 
is a member of Park Avenue Christian Church in Des Moines, 
Iowa.

 Trey Flowers, a student at the Disciples Divinity House at 
Vanderbilt, will spend a month in Costa Rica learning Spanish 
and Latin culture with the goal of leading a weekly Disciples 
Hispanic worship service. Trey is a member of Lindenwood 
Christian Church in Memphis and currently serves on the staff 
of Woodmont Christian Church in Nashville.

The program is supported by the Hughey-Peery Fund, in 
partnership with the Pension Fund of the Christian Church.

 The first round of grants, issued in 2009, supported trav-
el-studies, curriculum research and writing, and the creation of  
an online church community.

The HELM Board of Directors met April 30-May 2 at the Mercy 
Center in St. Louis. Directors examined the relationship between 
the church and church-related educational institutions, examined 
HELM’s programming, and brainstormed potential programming 
ideas. However diversity is viewed, the HELM board is among the 
most diverse boards in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).

Disciples colleges and universities 
are spread across the country, creating 
challenges for networking and coordinat-
ing programs such as General Assembly. 
However,  a June gathering organized by 
Barton College and funded by a Col-
lege/University Grant from HELM and by 
Week of Compassion, brought representa-
tives from seven colleges and HELM to the 
Barton campus.

“Chaplains and church relations staff 
at Disciples schools bridge the gap be-
tween youth pastors and adulthood,” said 
Barton College chaplain Hollie Woodruff 
Duncan, the event’s key organizer. “Every-
body has a different take on recruiting and 
working with Disciples students, so it’s  
really helpful to gather for several days to 
share those ideas and to focus on how we 
can best serve students and our church.”
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On campus

More Campus News
is online at www.helmdisciples.org.

Dr. Linda Davis, professor of management information 
systems at William Woods University, is the recipient of the 
2010 T.A. Abbott Award for Faculty Excellence. 

The award is the most prestigious recognition the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) gives to faculty 
members of Disciples-related colleges and universi-
ties. The recipient is a professor who inspires students 
toward excellence, continues to grow and learn in his or 
her academic discipline and practices a personal faith.

Recipients are recognized with a gift of $1,000 to 
be used for expanding a personal library, developing 
new courses or continuing education or research. Da-
vis is the second William Woods faculty member to re-
ceive the award. Dr. Ed Easterling, professor of business 
and economics, received the T.A. Abbott Award in 2004.

Davis has been at William Woods for 20 years. She has a 
Ph.D. in information science and learning technology, a mas-
ter of education in educational administration, both from 
University of Missouri, and a bachelor of science in educa-
tion from University of Nebraska. She previously worked for 
the Missouri School for the Deaf as the educator/computer 
coordinator. 

In addition to teaching a variety of management infor-
mation systems courses, Davis has developed many student 

service-learning projects, including SWAT (Student 
Website Assistance Team) and Nocturnal Exodus. She 
also brought an online 3D virtual world, Second Life, to 
WWU, and serves as the M.I.S. internship director and 
as a mentor for the honors program.

Davis received WWU’s Dads’ Association-Louis D. 
Beaumont Distinguished Professor Award for Excel-
lence in Teaching in 2003, the Governor’s Award for 
Excellence in Teaching in 2003 and was nominated for 
the U.S. Professors of the Year Award in 2004.

The T.A. Abbott Award, presented now for the 
27th consecutive year, was established through a gift 

to HELM from the descendants of the Rev. T. A. Abbott, 
an administrator and faculty member at Culver-Stockton 
College. In the 1880s and early 1890s, Abbott pastored local 
congregations in Missouri, and from 1886 to 1910, he was the 
corresponding secretary of the Missouri Christian Mission-
ary Society. He died in 1914.

 The HELM Board of Directors unanimously selected 
Davis as this year’s recipient at its meeting in April.

DAVIS

Long-time William Woods 
president Cutlip dies

Dr. Randall B. (Randy) Cutlip, who 
served as president of William Woods 
College for 20 years, died 
May 21, in Corpus Christi, 
Texas. He was 93.

 “Dr. Cutlip’s leadership 
helped to set the stage for 
many of William Woods 
University’s successes. He 
was well loved by students, 
faculty and staff,” said Dr. Jahnae H. 
Barnett, president of William Woods 
University.

William Woods was one of three 
Disciples undergraduate institutions 
Cutlip served. Prior to his appointment 
as WWU’s 10th president in 1960, Cut-
lip served at Atlantic Christian College 
(now Barton College) and Chapman 
College (now University).

 During Cutlip’s years as president, 
William Woods moved from offering a 
two-year program of studies to a four-
year baccalaureate program, and sorori-
ties were established on campus.

 In line with the new career-ori-
ented mission, in 1972 William Woods 
was the first school in the country 
to offer a baccalaureate in equestrian 
studies.  Also during Cutlip’s tenure, 

the first paralegal program accredited 
by the American Bar Association was 
established.

 After his retirement, Cutlip was 
named President Emeritus and was 
appointed to the William Woods Board 
of Trustees. He also served as a trustee 
of the Amy Shelton McNutt Charitable 
Trust, which has provided significant 
financial support to William Woods.

Eureka College named to 
national historic register

Eureka College 
has been designated 
as a Campus His-
toric District in the 
National Register of 
Historic Places. The 
National Park Service 
made the announcement June 14.

The distinction recognizes the 
college’s record of achievement in edu-
cation and its exceptional architecture, 
according to Jan Grimes, director of the 
Illinois Historic Preservation Agency, 
which administers the National Regis-
ter program in Illinois.

“Eureka College’s ties to the history 
of education in Illinois and a number 
of historic buildings on campus were 
the main factors in its inclusion on this 

prestigious national list,” Grimes said.
Eureka College was founded as 

Walnut Grove Academy in 1848 by 
abolitionists who were members of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ).  
It was chartered as Eureka College by 
the Illinois Legislature in 1855.

The architecture spans a number 
of popular styles from the past 150 
years, including Italianate, Romanesque 
Revival, Colonial Revival and Collegiate 
Gothic Revival.  The oldest remaining 
building on campus, Burrus Dickinson 
Hall, was constructed in 1858. 

Other Disciples-related educational 
institutions included in National Park 
Service’s online listing include Bethany 
College and Drake University.

Horned Frog baseball makes 
historic post-season run

TCU’s baseball team finished the 
season ranked No. 3 in all four major 
polls, wrapping up the program’s most 
successful season. The Horned Frogs 
finished the year with an impressive 
54-14 record, the second-most wins in 
Division I, and finished third in the Col-
lege World Series. 

William Woods’ Davis named 2010 T.A. Abbott recipient
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Programs: 75%
All of our leader develop-
ment ministries, including 
serving as a liaison with 
the church’s educational 
institutions
$505,715

Management: 22%
The behind-the-scenes work 
and resources that make our 

ministry possible

$146,270

Fund-raising: 3%
The costs of inviting individual 
Disciples to support our 
ministry

$21,098

In 2009 the Disciples Mission Fund, the church’s 
central funding program, provided less than 28% 
of HELM’s financial support. Despite this continued 
decline, $673,083 was available to help nurture men 
and women, clergy and lay, for leadership in the 
church and the broader community. The commitment 
and generosity of individuals provide increasingly 
significant resources for HELM’s work.

HELM’s receipts do not include denominational sup-
port for colleges, universities, or theological institu-
tions; those funds go directly to the schools without 
passing through HELM. While both HELM and edu-
cational institutions benefit from the Disciples Mis-
sion Fund, they draw from different special offerings: 
HELM shares the Easter Special Offering with other 
general ministries, and the Thanksgiving Special Of-
fering benefits only Disciples educational institutions.

Where HELM’s money goes

Disciples Mission Fund 
and Easter offering: 28%
This revenue is from the
denomination-wide funding system 
that supports all general ministries, 
regional ministries, and higher edu-
cation institutions

$187,409

Contributions: 23%
Donations and gifts from individuals, 

families, foundations and other organiza-
tions are an important part of our budget

$152,491

Investment income: 37%
Invested funds provide a significant

portion of our funding. Designated 
funds, which generate about 

60 percent of our investment 
revenue, are for specific pur-
poses such as scholarships 

and grant programs

$251,286

Sundry income: 3%
Fees and other

miscellaneous sources

$19,866

Where HELM’s money comes from
Other church revenue: 9%

Miscellaneous and designated gifts

$62,031



CA House, University of California, Davis
Disciples on Campus, Barton College
Disciples on Campus, Chapman University
Eden Theological Seminary
Eureka College Disciples on Campus
First Christian Church, Baton Rouge, La.
Grinnell College
Hiram College
Lakeland College
Leadership Now at Lancaster Theological Seminary
Lynchburg College
Piedmont College

Pilgrimage United Church of Christ, Kennesaw, Ga.
Presbyterian and Disciples of Christ Student Center, 

Gainesville, Fla.
TCU Disciples on Campus
Toledo Campus Ministry
Transylvania University Campus Ministry
United Methodist Student Association, American Univer-

sity
University Christian Church, Fort Worth, Texas
University Congregational United Church of Christ, Se-

attle, Wash.
University of Central Florida

Campus ministries and educational institutions represented at Share 2010

Front row, left: Barbara Essex, Karin Frank, Alexis Turner, Alyssa Sikora, Kelley Kilgore, Ben Francis, Justin Floyd, Caroline Hamilton, 
Brandon Cook.

Second row: Annie Mellott, Ann Jefferson, Doug Collins, Jake Joseph, Heidi Schuler, Rachel Warren, Andrea Asselmeier, Hollie Wood-
ruff Duncan, Chrissy Stonebraker, Angela Kaufman

Third row: Paulina Bryant, Nancy Brink, Aly Gideon, Tricia Abouabdo, Timothy Brown, Dave Stonebraker, Laura Phillips, Danielle Cox, 
Ron Buford

Fourth row: Jeremy Albers, Meredith Jackson, Omolara Williams, Noah Gillespie, Angela Quashigah, Patrick Moon Rhoades, David 
Dean, Chris Grotegut

Top row: Kristen Walling, Zane Ridings, Jeremy Arnold, Ben Bohren, Brandon Gilvin

Sponsors
Oreon E. Scott Foundation
HELM College/University Grant Program
Justice and Witness Ministries of the United Church of 

Christ
Local Church Ministries of the United Church of Christ

Special thanks
Texas Christian University Office of Religious and         

Spiritual Life
University Christian Church, Fort Worth, Texas
Brite Divinity School


