
United Christian Campus Minis-
tries at the University of California-San-
ta Cruz is the champion of the second 
annual Campus Chaos, a competitive 
way to collect new ideas for 
campus ministry created by the 
Student Ecumenical Partnership.

Fifteen campus ministries 
submitted 25 ideas for encouraging 
student participation and support-
ing social justice issues focusing on 
civil rights. From those entries, UC-
Santa Cruz’s “Mock Marriages,” which 
provided a forum to discuss GLBT 
rights, emerged as the top choice in this 
year’s contest.

Sean Tai, a UCSC graduate who 
wrote the entry, hopes he program will 
provide inspirations for others working 
for equality.

“Personally, I hope people can 
get an idea of how to work for GLBT 
rights,” he said this afternoon. “It seems 
like not a lot of people know how to do 

it, and hopefully this is a starting point.”
April Oristano, a Disciples pastor, is 

the campus minister for UCCM.
Giving UC-Santa Cruz a run for 

their money in the final round 
was University Chris-
tian Church in Fort 

Worth. Their second-
place entry raised awareness about 

sex trafficking and child labor.
The 13 additional campus ministries 

who entered this year’s Campus Chaos: 
are
·  Cal Aggie Christian Association at the 

University of California-Davis
· Cooperative Campus Ministries at 

Lynchburg College
· Disciples House at First Christian 

Church, Corvallis, Ore.
· Disciples on Campus at Chapman 

University
· Disciples on Campus at Texas Chris-

tian University
· Disciples on Campus at Transylvania 

University
· Ecumenical Campus Ministry at Kan-

sas State University.
· First Christian Church, Columbia, Mo.
· Heidelberg College’s campus ministry.
· Hiram College’s campus ministry.
· Protestant Campus Ministry at Syra-

cuse University.
· United Ministries in Higher Education 

at Missouri State University.
· William Woods University’s campus 

ministry.
“The best news about this year’s 

Campus Chaos is the number of en-
tries,” said HELM’s Brad Lyons. The 
more entries, the more campus minis-
tries involved, the more creative and 
useful the result.”

In just two years, Campus Chaos 
has compiled more than 50 different 
ideas for student and campus ministries.  
All entries are available on STEP’s web 
site at www.stepnetwork.org/chaos.
html.

Brite celebrates Asian 
(Korean) Church Studies 
Program

FORT WORTH, Texas (Disciples 
News Service) –  Brite Divinity School 
marked the establishment of the Asian 
(Korean) Church Studies Program on 
April 10 at Brite. During the service, 
Timothy S. Lee was inaugurated as as-
sistant professor of 
the history of Christi-
anity and installed as 
director of the Asian 
(Korean) Church 
Studies Program.

“I am very happy 
that Brite has established this pro-
gram, because our church and area 
have needed such a program for some 
time,” said Lee, who has been at Brite 
for about five years. “At this point, Brite 
is the only seminary offering an Asian 
or Korean church studies program in 
the southwest and among the Disciples 
seminaries.”

Lee went to Brite to oversee the 
Asian (Korean) Church Studies Pro-
gram, and help determine whether or 
not there should be such a program at 
Brite. A pilot program was supported 

with funding from HELM and the 
Mission Imperative Fund. When that 
funding was over, Brite decided to fund 
the program on its own. 

Barton basketball team wins 
national hoops championship 
with miracle finish

WILSON, N.C.-- Down by seven 
points with less than a minute 
left, the Barton College men’s 
basketball team never lost faith, 
mounting a miraculous, im-
probable comeback to claim 
the NCAA Division II national cham-
pionship with one of the most thrilling 

finishes in history.
Senior All-America point guard 

Anthony Atkinson scored the Bulldogs’ 
final 10 points as Barton roared back to 
claim a 77-75 victory over top-ranked 
Winona State on March 24.

The win marked Barton’s first 
NCAA championship in any sport.

Barton, ranked 15th nationally com-
ing into the tournament, finished the 

season with a school-best 31-5 
record.

Watch video of the amaz-
ing finish  and the subsequent 

celebration at http://www.barton.
edu/athletics/EliteEight.html.
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For one fast-paced 
weekend, 70 seminarians from 
across the country formed one 
congregation.

The Disciples Seminarians 
Conference brought students 
from 27 theological institu-
tions in the United States 
and Canada to Nashville for a 
weekend of education, com-
munity, and worship. Open to 
Disciples students who have 
completed their first year of 
Master of Divinity studies, the 
conference is sponsored by 
the general ministries of the 
Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ). Each general min-
istry offered an overview of its 
mission and ministry and had 
staff available to answer questions.

“There were so many of the national groups represented 
that it offered a wonderful wider and deeper look into the 
denomination,” said Shannon Keeney of the Disciples Divin-
ity House at Vanderbilt University. “Getting a chance to hear 
about the ethnic ministries was enriching and enlightening. 
It shows a great vitality and hope for the future. This was an 
educationally and spiritually renewing opportunity.”

The conference also provides opportunities to remember 
some of the lessons they need once they are in pastorates.

“Meeting the other 
Disciples seminarians and the 
support staff [from general 
ministries] has been the most 
valuable aspect of this con-
ference,” said Ron Stair, a 
student at Central Baptist 
Theological Seminary near 
Kansas City. “There were sev-
eral excellent sessions focus-
ing on the hidden aspects of 
being a minister. These were 
topics that don’t get covered 
in a seminary such as search 
and call, housing allowances, 
and the IRS.”

Additional topics in-
cluded self-care, spiritual 
discipline, personal finances, 
an overview of the church’s 

health care program, new church ministries, and an orienta-
tion to regional ministries.

A schedule jammed with speakers and learning didn’t 
keep students from renewing acquaintances or making new 
friends, and that community was evident in worship. Stu-
dents planned and led worship each day, bringing different 
backgrounds to a common service that included gospel-style 
sing-alongs, traditional hymns and contemporary worship.

Bringing a message centered on Romans 5:2 to “rejoice in 

Rejoice in Hope
Seminarians Conference introduces future pastors to church leaders, peers in ministry

Seminarians Victoria Burson, Yowanda Bowers, Paul Carpenter, and 
Molly Read chat after Saturday evening’s lesson.

See SEMINARIANS, page 3

Six emerging leaders in the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) have been 
named as the seventh class of HELM Lead-
ership Fellows.

HELM Leadership Fellows are 
selected based on their leadership poten-
tial, church participation, and academic 
promise. The six new Leadership Fellows, 
who will all be incoming freshmen during 
the 2007-2008 academic year, are:
 · 	Sarah Cheon, a member of Sallims 

Christian Church from Claremont, 
Calif., plans to major in history at the 

University of California at Berkeley.
 · 	Jenny Faenza of Central Christian 

Church in Springfield, Tenn., will major 
in political science and economics at 
Georgetown University.

 · 	Caroline Hamilton of First Christian 
Church in Lewisville, Texas, plans to 
attend Texas Christian University and 
major in rehabilitation of the deaf.

 · 	Jesse Stephenson, a member of Central 
Christian Church in Columbus, Ga., is 
exploring all the educational opportu-
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Leadership Fellows Program adds Class of 2011

A sampling of graduation and baccalaureate speakers

Bethany College: William B. Allen, Christian Church in West Virginia regional minis-
ter, and John E. Niederhuber, Director of the National Cancer Institute (NCI)

Culver-Stockton College: Timothy M. James, associate general minister and admin-
istrative secretary for the National Convocation of the Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ)

Lexington Theological Seminary: Sharon Watkins, General Minister and President
Lynchburg College: Fred B. Craddock, Disciples preacher and professor, and Cath-

erine German West, former executive vice president and chief operating officer of 
JC Penney Co.

Midway College: Brereton C. Jones, former Kentucky governor
William Woods University: J. Michael Pragman, elementary school principal, and 

Dana K. Anderson, vice chairman of the board of the Macerich Company

On campus

All hail UC-Santa Cruz, Campus Chaos champions

WESTERHAUSEN
See FELLOWS, page 3



hope,” five guest speakers presented 
their own takes on the church and 
its future:
 · 	The opportunities and challenges 

facing the church were the focus 
of General Minister and President 
Sharon Watkins’ address.

 · 	Diversity and acceptance served 
as the center of the message from 
Timothy James, Associate General 
Minister and Administrative 
Secretary of the National Convo-
cation.

 · 	Stewardship of resources –  
including the minister’s own 
mental and physical well-being 
– were the core of the message 
from Janet Long, pastor of Wash-
ington Avenue Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in Elyria, 
Ohio.

 · 	A new look at evangelism from 
self-described Pentecostal-evan-
gelical-liberal was offered by José 
Morales, Jr., of Iglesia del Pueblo 
in Hammond, Indiana;

 · 	A call to address the world’s 
problems by Amy Gopp from 
Week of Compassion closed the 
conference.

One of the conference’s aims is 
to provide seminarians opportuni-
ties to meet denominational leaders 
and get answers they can’t find on 
campus.

“I really appreciated getting 
answers to my questions,” said 
Luis-Alfredo Cartagena, Jr., a 
seminarian at New York Theologi-
cal Seminary. “What I learned will 
have long-term benefits for me and 
my relationship with the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ).”

“The whole conference was a 
gift,” said Lorrie Kovell, Eden Theo-
logical Seminary in St. Louis. “All the 
information, inspirational preaching, 
generous hearts of the leadership, 
the community with peers, all of it.”

The next Seminarians Confer-
ence is tentatively scheduled for the 
spring of 2009.

Sign up for the Seminarians listserv
Seminarians looking for updates on class 
offerings, general denominational news, 
special events, and other opportunities 
are invited to subscribe to a new listserv 
sponsored by Higher Education and 
Leadership Ministries. To sign up, e-mail 
seminarians-subscribe@helmdisciples.org, or 
visit http://www.helmdisciples.org/theological/
seminarians.htm for directions.

Students planned and led each worship service, 
creating an experience that included many worship 
styles not often seen side-by-side.

Projects focusing on leadership 
development, peace and justice issues, 
and relations between the church and 
higher education will be underwritten 
by grants awarded by the HELM Board 
of Directors.

College/University Grants fund 
special projects at undergraduate insti-
tutions related to the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) that will benefit 
the relationship between the institution 
and the church as a whole. The colleges 
and universities put a portion of the 
money they are allocated from the Dis-
ciples Mission Fund into a special fund 
to support these grants. New grants are 
made each year by the HELM Board of 
Directors following applications from 
the schools.

William Woods University       
created two related programs: the Just 
and Peaceful Society 
lecture series would 
bring a variety of speak-
ers to campus to discuss 
politics, racial reconcili-
ation, global human rights, the 
ethics of power, and a call to action for 
youth. The Civitas Forum aims to bring 

speakers with opposing viewpoints on 
contemporary political issues with an 
emphasis on civil discourse and the inte-
gration of faith and vocation.

Transylvania University will host 
a two-day conference of  African Ameri-
cans ages 16-20 at the Transylvania 
campus for an examination of church 
leadership. Modeled on 
the university’s success-
ful Transy & TEAM 
vocational workshop, this 
workshop would expose 
participants to several 
leaders in the Christian Church (Dis-
ciples of Christ) and encourage these 
emerging leaders to consider how they 
can lead in the church, whether lay or 
ordained.

Following two previous College-
University Grants that focused on lead-
ership education, Lynchburg College’s 
proposal would explore the creation of 
an elective leadership course 
that could become part of 
the college’s general edu-
cational requirements. The 
grant would underwrite 
the process needed to create 

a new course offering.
At a time when the meaning of 

covenant is under examination in the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 
Eureka College plans to assemble 
representatives of the different expres-
sions of the church to 
examine the meaning of 
being church-related. 
General ministries, higher 
education, regions, and 
congregations would be 
represented at the conference, which 
would be held near Eureka’s central Il-
linois campus. 

Grants are made only for projects 
that represent new initiatives beyond 
present programming. Including this 
year’s proposals, the program has 
funded 89 projects. Each undergradu-
ate institution currently in covenant 
with the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ) has received at least one grant 
during the program’s history.

A complete historical list of Col-
lege-University Grant recipients is 
available at www.helmdisciples.org/
helm/grants.htm.

College-University Grants awarded to four Disciples schools
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The leadership team for the Student Ecumenical Partnership gathered in March at 
HELM’s office to plan activities at denominational meetings and other programming 
for campus ministries. The weekend wasn’t all work; taking in the view from the top 
of the Gateway Arch, 630 feet above downtown St. Louis, are clockwise from left, 
UCC staff liaison Kimberly Whitney, Sarah Little, Katie Blaisdell, Tony McMahon, 
Kelly Rand, Sarah Lorhbach, Danica Lute, Trayce Stewart, and Meredith Jackson.

STEP responds to
Virginia Tech tragedy

April’s heartbreaking shooting rampage 
at Virginia Tech stunned everybody asso-
ciated with higher education. As a result, 
resources for dealing with grief and fear and 
for honoring those murdered flooded  e-mail 
networks.

Following the tragedy, the STEP web site 
served as a central collection and distribution 
site for resources. Several ministries sent their 
own materials to post on the STEP site, and 
traffic to the site hit its highest level in the 
site’s six-year history.

“When students turned first to online 
networking sites like Facebook to contact 
friends, it seemed natural to post as many 
resources as we could on the STEP web site,” 
said HELM’s Brad Lyons. “As much as it hurt 
to  need those resources, we’ve heard many 
times how much ministers and student lead-
ers appreciated having them available.”

No Disciples have been reported among 
the 33 students and faculty killed on April 16.

Carissa Cullumber (Bethany College, Indianapolis) was 
named the “Outstanding Senior Social Work Major” by the 
Bethany College Social Work Department. She is studying 
for her master’s in social work at Indiana University-Purdue 
University Indianapolis.

Tiffany Curtis (Chapman University, Claremont, Calif.) 
will spend this summer at an internship in labor organizing in 
Los Angeles, primarily with an immigrant population. 

Rebekah Cypert (Bethany College, Allen, Texas) will 
begin studies for a master’s in divinity at Brite Divinity School 
in the fall.

Emily Brooke McIntyre (Hampton University, Beau-
mont, SC) will pursue her master’s degree in counseling 
education at Virginia Tech or Old Dominion University.

Cassie Poncelow (Colorado State University, Fort Col-
lins, Colo.) will be the mission staff intern for Northern Colo-
rado Young Life with hopes that in two years she will become 
the area director, running all of the junior high programs in 
the area.
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What’s next for the Class of 2007?
FELLOWS

nities Transylvania University offers before he picks his 
major.

 · 	Courtney Waters of New Direction Christian Church in 
Memphis, Tenn., will attend Rhodes College and major in 
international communications.

 · 	Alexis Jo Westerhausen, a member of First Christian 
Church of Virden, Ill., will attend Culver-Stockton Col-
lege and major in biology.

“Congregations are doing a fantastic job of identifying 
and supporting young leaders. Regions are providing more 
and more opportunities for young people within their min-
istries,” said HELM President Dennis Landon. “By the time 
these students are ready to go to college, they already have 
significant leadership skills. They feel empowered to take 
leadership roles and think creatively about leadership. We’re 
glad we can help add to that process of nurture.”

“As always, we had an extremely difficult time select-
ing this year’s class, and there were literally dozens of other 
students who would have been in the program if we only had 
the funds. We are continuing to seek partners and iden-
tify strategies that will help us offer more opportunities to 
emerging leaders.”

Forty-one students from 15 regions applied for the Lead-
ership Fellows Program. A selection committee comprised of 
HELM staff and individual Disciples from across the church 
reviewed the applications.

The new Fellows will join a diverse class of 13 returning 
Leadership Fellows. For information on all Fellows or for eli-
gibility requirements for 2008-2009, visit HELM’s web site.






